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Our heartf elt appreciati on to all 
volunteers and sponsors who 
have supported Toronto ALPHA’s 
cause, vision, and work in the 
past years. Thank you for your 
encouragement and walking with 
us on this journey.

- Toronto ALPHA
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Demonstration  |  OTTAWA

December 14, 2011 marked the 1000th ti me of the 
weekly Wednesday Demonstrati on. The fi rst Wednesday 
Demonstrati on was held nearly twenty years ago, on January 
8th, 1992 in Seoul Korea in front of the Japanese Embassy 
att ended by the Grandmas (survivors of Japanese Military 
Sexual Slavery) every Wednesday, rain or shine, demanding 
the Japanese government to face their responsibiliti es on the 
crimes committ ed and on educati ng their younger generati on 
the historical truth. 

There were nearly 450 parti cipants at the 1000th Wednesday 
Demonstrati on in Ott awa. We commemorate this date as it 
demonstrates the spirit and determinati on of the victi ms of 
the horrible crime against humanity to pursue justi ce.

Nearly 450 

participants !
December 14, 2011

1000th Wednesday Demonstration 
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Demonstration  |  OTTAWA

We, a group of Canadian citizens from different backgrounds and 
ethnicities, urge the Government of Japan and the Japanese Diet to 
recognise the historical facts of the System of Military Sexual Slavery 
enforced by the Japanese Imperial Army during the Second World War 
period in Asia. Over 150,000 young Korean girls together with tens of thousands of victims from other parts of Asia were 
drafted as sex slaves—the so-called “Comfort Women”.

We agree with Canadian writer and humanitarian June Callwood that, “If world peace ever happens, it has to be built on 
knowledge.” We also believe that true peace and reconciliation can only be achieved among nations through recognising 
and dealing with the unresolved historical confl icts; we can only learn how to make the future right through admitting 
past wrongs.

The suffering of the victims, very few of whom endured to become survivors, and the voices of the suppressed, should 
be heard and attended. The ‘Wednesday Demonstration’—fi rst held outside the Japanese Embassy in Seoul Korea on 
January 8th, 1992—has been the only way available for these survivors to seek justice for such atrocities. On every 
Wednesday since then, rain or shine, these survivors of Japanese Military Sexual Slavery—affectionately called 
Grandmas by their fellow Koreans—have been protesting in front of the Japanese Embassy, demanding that the Japanese 
government face their responsibilities for the crimes committed and begin educating their own people, especially the 
younger generation, about the historical truth.

Today [December 14, 2011] marks the 1000th time the Grandmas and their supporters have held the Wednesday 
Demonstration; it is a date worth commemorating because it is a testament to the spirit and determination of the 
survivors of these horrible crimes against humanity to pursue justice. Today in various parts of the world, people are 
gathering and urging the Japanese government to hear the voices of the survivors. At ages close to 90, these frail yet 
determined and courageous Grandmas continue to inspire the world and younger generations.

We echo their demands for the Japanese government to take responsibility in order to restore the dignity and honor of the 
victims, and assume a position of moral leadership among the international community.

The following is a list of our demands to the Japanese Government and the Japanese Parliament:

The government of Japan must offi cially admit and apologize for its military’s role in the traffi cking and sexual 1. 
slavery of women in Asia Pacifi c from 1930 to the end of the World War II. To realize this, all relevant offi cial 
documents should be fully disclosed to reveal the truth.
The Japanese Diet must pass the Special Bill on the so called “Comfort Women” issue as soon as possible, in order 2. 
to realize offi cial apology, recognition of government responsibility, and compensation through legislation.
The government of Japan must not allow any public statements that deny the issue of Japanese military Sexual 3. 
Slavery. Further, any such statement must be promptly and offi cially condemned by the government of Japan.
The government of Japan must educate its present and future generations for the purpose of non-repetition through 4. 
teaching the correct history in Japanese textbooks.

d f i ti f th t f A i

Declaration
Government of Japan

Japanese Parliament

to the

and the

“ “
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Study Tour  |  ASIA

As we walked into this building, I 
found myself totally unprepared for 
the close encounter with such level of 
desensiti zati on and dehumanizati on.   It 
is appalling to think that fellow human 
being could treat one another in such an 
evil way. My bones were chilled, but I also 
felt anger knowing that most of those 
responsible for such hideous criminal acts 
had largely escaped justi ce.

Right in front of us were 2 living witnesses 
whose lives were ruined by the extreme 
cruelty of humanity.  Madam Li’s father 
was taken by the Japanese Imperial 
Army for live experimentati on while 
her mother was sti ll pregnant; Mr. Li 
was contaminated by the chemical 
weapons the Japanese Imperial Army left  
behind aft er the war.  Since then, their 
nightmares never stop. 

We visited the former Jinling College and 
met a Nanking Massacre survivor.  She 
narrated her painful story, traveling back 
and forth in ti me.  She began by saying “I 
don’t know how many ti mes I have told 
my story; I had died many ti mes”.  Her 
words pierced my heart.  I had a hard ti me 
holding back my tears. I returned to the 
hotel, sat in the dark and had a long cry.   
Aft er coming to China and Nanjing I feel 
a great responsibility to do something.   I 
can no longer say “I don’t know”.   Nanjing 
can happen to any country.  We can never 
assume it won’t.

The devastati on experienced by 
individuals who suff ered was made 
personal and tangible through the 
testi monies of the victi ms. The hardship 
of the forced labour survivors at the slave 
labour camp in Japan made me shiver.  
One survivor stated that she did not feel 
like a human because of her experience, 
I saw the deep sadness in her eyes and a 
wound too deep to heal. 

July

16 Beijing

July

18 Harbin

July

20 Nanjing

Peace & Reconciliation

STUDY TOUR

2011

info@torontoalpha.org
www.torontoalpha.org

The 2012 Peace and Reconciliati on 
Study Tour organized by Toronto ALPHA 
will take place from July 6 to 21, 2012. 
Applicati on forms and informati on are 
now available. To inquire, please visit us 
online! 

“For the fi rst ti me ever, the iti nerary 
will also cover Hong Kong!”

Join Us
 in 

2012 !

On July 14th 2011, a group of 
40 educators from Canada, the 
United States, Germany and Japan 
gathered in Beijing to start the 
Peace and Reconciliati on Tour 
organized by Toronto ALPHA 
(Associati on for Learning and 
Preserving the History of WWII in 
Asia). The tour lasted for 15 days, 
visiti ng Beijing, Harbin, Nanjing, and 
Shanghai in China and Seoul, South 
Korea.

“

“

Journals by the Participants...
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Today we visited the site of a former 
‘Comfort Stati on’, the House of Horror 
to many innocent young women.  I 
stood in the courtyard and closed my 
eyes.  Echoes of innocent women and 
young girls begging, crying, praying, and 
screaming for mercy were bouncing back 
and forth. I also imagined the raucous 
laughter, the shouted insults and threats 
of the Japanese soldiers. I looked up at 
the balconies that encircle it. How many 
of those young girls sought to end their 
unbearable pain and fear by jumping from 
the second-storey balconies onto the 
stone-paved ground?  None of us left  this 
house with a smile.  

July

23 Shanghai

July

25 Seoul

July

26 Seoul

July

27 Seoul

Study Tour  |  ASIA

Grandma Gil, another survivor of 
Japanese military sexual slavery, shares 
her heart wrenching stories with a voice 
shaken with anger and disparity.  No 
Grandma Gil, I don’t want you to relive 
your pain again; I pray that you will live a 
new life with happiness and love.

Having the chance to exchange ideas with 
a group of Japanese teachers this morning 
provided us with a bett er understanding 
about the suppression and diffi  culti es 
some conscienti ous teachers are facing 
in Japan.  It also gives a much broader 
perspecti ve about the conti nuous denial 
by the Japanese government.  
In the aft ernoon, we travelled to the 
House of Sharing, a complex in the 
countryside where several survivors of 

Japanese Military sexual slavery reside.   If anyone should have a tranquil and peaceful 
place to live, it would be these women who suff ered unspeakable torture for so long. 
I felt a sense of happiness and relief for the grandmas who live here surrounded by 
people who support and love them.

Here comes the fi nale of the tour.  This morning we had a chance to listen to the 
testi monial of a Japanese veteran who once was trained how to kill in China.  I wonder 
how many ti mes the scene of killing his fi rst victi m appeared in his mind aft er the war; 
perhaps in another way he is also a victi m. Past parti cipants menti oned that att ending 
the Wednesday demonstrati on in front of the Japanese Embassy in Seoul was the 
perfect fi nale of the tour.  I defi nitely agree.  Though it was the fi rst ti me the grandmas 
could not att end the demonstrati on which started 10 years ago, and despite the heavy 
rain downpour, our hearts beat for the grandmas.

The tour has been beyond my expectati ons. This educati onal excursion 
was an informati ve yet very trying experience.  I was physically 
situated in the Chinese citi es and exact sites where people suff ered.  
Listening to painful survivor testi monies, blinded by the graphic 
arti facts and evidence of the memorial museum, my emoti ons were 
boiled up with a mix of anger, sadness, overwhelm, and frustrati on. 
I was enraged and saddened by learning how humans can harm 
one another to such an extent. I was overwhelmed by the wealth of 
informati on I could not have known. And I was frustrated with how 
litt le the internati onal community has faced this issue. I wondered 
why we as Canadian educators have failed to tell the story of the war 
in Asia.  I wonder why we sti ll say WWII started in 1939. I also wonder 
what I can do to ensure the Asian Holocaust is not forgott en. I feel that 
now, more than ever, it is my responsibility to share their stories with 
others so that change and justi ce through educati on can be brought 
for the victi ms.

“

“
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5th

Date: January 28, 2012 
Time: 11am to 4:00pm

Art Workshop Followed by Special Play Performance: “Red Snow” at Theatre Passe Muraille
Admission Fee: $15.00 (includes show ti cket and complimentary lunch)  
Guest Speakers: Jasmine Wong, Facing History and Ourselves, and 
               Sheena Resplandor, Harmony Movement 

Theme | Social Justi ce through Art

T h e 
Youth Dialogue is 

an ongoing bi-monthly project 
providing a platf orm for youth voices 

across Chinese, Korean, Japanese and other 
ethnic communiti es in Toronto. The dialogue unites 

students and youth leaders who have an interest in 
social justi ce, humanity studies, and global peace to 

understand the ongoing stuggle in the shared history of the 
Second World War amongst East Asian nati ons. It is hoped 
that these youth voices would become a strong force in the 
process of peace making and reconciliati on among nati ons. 
This ongoing event is co-organized by Toronto ALPHA and 

Toronto Arti cle 9* Peace Group.

* Toronto Arti cle 9 Group was initi ated by a group of Japanese 
Canadian peace acti vists. Their mandate is to fi ght against 

the proposed aboliti on of Japanese Consti tuti on Arti cle 
9 that prohitbits an act of war by the state and 

the keeping of arm forces with war 

potenti al.

guest speaker
Jasmine Wong

guest speaker
Sheena Resplandor

play writer
Diana Tso

Social Justi ce & HumanityYouth Dialogue

www.redsnowcollecti ve.ca
www.artsboxoffi  ce.ca

Youth
Dialogue

Join Us !
Youth  |  DIALOGUE GROUP

YOUTH DIALOGUE 
SOCIAL JUST ICE AND HUMANITY 
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Youth  |  VOICES AND ACTION

Prior to working with ALPHA, I had heard of the 
Nanjing Massacre and the comfort women issue 
exactly three ti mes. The fi rst was when I was twelve 
years old: my dad had taken me and younger brother 
to ALPHA’s showing of Iris Chang’s docudrama. I left  
the theatre crying, the horrendous images of raped 
women were imprinted into my mind. I could not 
believe that such horrendous crimes were possible; 
worse, I did not have any prior knowledge of it 
whatsoever. Another was during my grade 10 history 
class. The fi nal was my interview with Flora, held 
in an offi  ce stacked with moving boxes. Here, the 
passion and initi ati ve of the people involved with 
ALPHA amazed me. These people conti nue to amaze 
and inspire me.

Since connecti ng with Toronto ALPHA, I wanted 
to raise awareness of these atrociti es. With the 
express consent of my teachers, I organized two 
presentati ons from ALPHA in history classes. 
They were followed by a viewing of Iris Chang’s 
docudrama, during which all students were 
respectf ully quiet. Sixty more students are now 
aware of this issue; however, I strove to enlighten 
more. The following year, I founded the ALPHA 
Youth Committ ee at my school. I hope that students 
will be able to att end all of ALPHA’s youth events: 
the dialogues, the conferences and workshops. My 
initi al goal has never changed: I hope to conti nue 
raising awareness of these atrociti es through 
educati on so that the world can live in peace.

I joined Toronto ALPHA as a Chinese-English 
translator around the beginning of the summer of 
2010. I started off  helping the organizati on translate 
academic arti cles, essays and interviews of survivors 
of the Nanjing Massacre and since then, I have 
learned so much about this period of history.

As a Chinese Canadian myself, I know it is easy, even 
convenient to be angry and hateful, and put the 
blame on the Japanese people. However, this issue is 
much more than putti  ng the blame on others. When 
we delve into these kinds of atrociti es, it makes us 
questi on our very own humanity. Could I be capable 
of these kinds of horrors? Would I commit those acts 
of violence if I were in those situati ons? What am I 

capable of doing if I were pushed to the edge? We 
like to view evil as something that ‘others’ commit; 
and we tend to see ourselves as somehow separate 
and above ‘them’. I think it is this kind of self-
righteous dichotomizati on that eventually leads to 
these acts of brutality. From my work with ALPHA, 
I have begun to realize that we all have within us, 
a seed for peace and a seed for violence. We are 
every bit as capable of acts of compassion as we 
are acts of violence, and it may largely depend on 
what circumstance we fi nd ourselves in. This is why 
ALPHA’s message is so important and why I conti nue 
to volunteer, learn and grow in this wonderful 
organizati on.

As a Korean-Canadian, having moved to Canada at a 
young age, I haven’t received any formal educati on 
in Korea regarding the war atrociti es in WWII in 
Asia. However, when I heard that the Japanese 
government, to this day, was refusing to accept 
what’s happened, refusing to apologize to the 
individuals aff ected by the atrociti es, the blood in me 
boiled, urging me to go onto do something about it.
 
I must admit in the beginning, I was only aware of 
what has happened in Korea: How the country, then 
called Choson, was forcibly taken by the Japanese 
imperial army. Aft er att ending ALPHA’s Conference 
last fall however, my view on the subject widened 
signifi cantly, and I started to feel passionate towards 

the events that took place outside of Korea, like 
the Rape of Nanjing, as well as the biological and 
chemical warfare which included lethal human 
experimentati ons. As a student studying life 
sciences at University of Toronto, having partaken 
in research personally, I knew what a grave matt er 
this was.  The fact that such injusti ce was sti ll not 
being acknowledged by the rest of the world due 
to cold blooded politi cs behind the issue, irked me, 
and aft er meeti ng the survivors myself, my heart 
ordered my body to take acti on, doing what litt le 
I can in University of Toronto.  This is the driving 
force behind the formati on of U of Toronto ALPHA.

Saerom Youn

Raymond Siu

Michelle Kwong

YOUTH in ACTION
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Youth  |  VOICES AND ACTION

“Your story made me feel sad aft er hearing 
what horrors you experienced. On your behalf, 
I pledge to make the Japanese government 
apologize before you die so you can rest in 
peace.”
- Sammy Ye  

“Your story sincerely touched my heart. I had 
no idea that this kind of thing happened. I am 
shocked that the Japanese sti ll have not owned 
up to their mistakes. You are so courageous to 
have been able to go through so much, and sti ll 
stand strong and talk about it. I will try my best 
to become informed and tell as many people as 
possible so that your eff orts do not go to waste. 
You are an inspirati on to many people. Stay 
strong!”
- Jasmine Choi

“Your story made me feel shocked, angry, 
horrifi ed, and upset. One acti on I will take on 
your behalf is protesti ng in front of the Canadian 
Japanese embassy in the 1000th Wednesday 
Demonstrati on. Do not lose hope. I have heard 
your story and I will do everything I can to let 
others know. Stay strong.” 
- Cici L.

“Your stories made me feel inspired to ensure 
that history will not repeat itself. One acti on I 
will take on your behalf will be to educate others 

Dear Halmoni...

and to allow your stories to be shared, and 
forever remembered.”
Rowena Tam

“Your story has moved me. I hope that one day 
peace will be restored to your heart. I will try 
my best to inform my peers of the unjust acti ons 
that the Japanese government have performed.”
- Anonymous

“Your story made me feel deeply appalled by the 
conditi ons you faced. One acti on I will take is to 
treat everyone with respect.”
- Kevin S.

“Your story has made me understand the 
devastati on of the past and how truly fortunate 
I am. Thank you for sharing your story. One 
acti on I will take on your behalf is to share this 
incident with my friends and family. Much love.”
- Anonymous

Ruina Bao, founder of The ALPHA Club 
at Elliot Pierre Trudeau Secondary 
School is currently a Grade 11 Student 
at their school. 

Lett ers from the Student ALPHA Club members as they refl ect on the Korean Grandmas and their stories...

“
“
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CONNECTING
Students & Teachers

ALPHA - U of T
Law Internship

Multi-MEDIA

HumaniTEAM - a Leadership Summer Camp with Toronto ALPHA: 
Connecting life and history, a journey to your cultural identity!

Guest speakers at 
HumaniTeam include: 

Branch Out Theatre
UofT ALPHA Chapter
Canadian Red Cross
Native Canadian Centre of T.O.
Amnesty International
Canadian Hunger Foundation
Toronto Article 9

Youth Speak >>

“The information was very 
inspiring and eye-opening. I feel 
like I understand the importance 
of remembering the past now.”

“I learnt that humankind is 
alike, and we are all capable of 
atrocities.”
“When in a leadership role 
we must remember to use this 
respectfully and not abuse 
power.”
“Youth have a responsibility in 
knowing the past.”

WITH

In memory of Jack Layton and his sincerity, perseverance and his strong support of 
ALPHA in pursuing justice for the voiceless, Canada ALPHA Educational Fund has 
established a scholarship fund to support post-graduate students pursuing research 
studies, social and global justice, racial harmony, and humanitarianism within the 
context of WWII history in Asia.

For more information, please visit www.torontoalpha.org, or email 
scholarship@torontoalpha.org.

JACK LAYTON

Memorial
Scholarship

Application Deadline: June 30, 2012

Scholarship
Jack Layton

C A L L  F O R  S U B M I S S I O N S UP TO $2000
PER PERSON

Youth Dialogue

U
PD

AT
E
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Multi-Media  |  ALPHA INTERNSHIP/ALPHA YOUTH

Toronto ALPHA launched a pilot 
internship in collaboration with 
University of Toronto faculty of law’s 
international human rights program 
this summer. The first year JD students 
– Glenn Brandys and Cicie Deng 
will be conducting legal research in 
Washington DC, China, Korea and 
Japan with the guidance of selected 
legal, history, political science scholars 
from Asia. 

“Getting to study these events, where 
they actually took place, and working 
directly with the legal professionals 
and scholars actively engaged in the 
field is simply an unrivalled experience 
that will be immensely rewarding,” 
said Brandys.  

Cicie Deng, the Beijing-born Toronto 
law student has a strong personal 
interest in the subject matter and is 

Pierre Elliott Trudeau ALPHA Club Completes Video on WWII in Asia.

Grade 11 Student Ruina Bao (front, second from right) from Pierre Elliott 
Trudeau Secondary School completed a youth video with her ALPHA club peers 
to raise awareness of WWII atrocities in Asia. The 10-minutes video includes 
footages from the December Wednesday Demonstration in Ottawa, interviews 
with educators, as well as student commentaries and perspectives.

“We made the video to share 
the lessons we’ve learned on 
war through learning about 
the atrocities that occurred in 
Asia during the Second World 
War. Personally, I do feel a 
sense of urgency because I 
want an official apology from 
the Japanese Government 
during their lifetime. However 
miniscule in the grand scheme 
of things, I hope at least the 
video can raise awareness.”

~ Ruina Bao

ALPHA, U of T joins effort on Asian WWII research
eager to learn different perspectives 
from the countries she will be visiting.
 
“I foresee many challenges along 
the way, including ways to reconcile 
the different perspectives presented 
in sources from different countries, 
and surpassing the legal difficulties 
established by unsuccessful precedents 
to find meaningful alternatives for the 
victims,” said Deng after going through 
some secondary research sources. 

Glenn Brandys said that he hopes to 
get a thorough understanding of WWII 
in Asia that dives deeper than statistics 
and time-lines. “I want to actually learn 
first-hand what it was like for those 
who lived through and experienced this 
history.” 

The two young human rights enthusiasts 
are set to depart Toronto on May 17th 

and will be returning to Toronto at 
the end of August with their research 
findings. 
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Update  |  YOUTH DIALOGUE/NEW VOLUNTEERS

Youth Dialogue 
The 6th Toronto ALPHA Youth 
Dialogue titled “In search of shared 
identity – A discussion on inter-
community reconciliation” took place 
on Saturday May 12th. The half-
day event consisted of interactive 
workshops on identity and cultural 
conflicts, a presentation delivered 
by Tiffany Hsiung on the making 
of her documentary “Within Every 
Women”, as well as group discussions 
on transformative action and the role 
of social media in promoting youth 
activism.   

“Becoming a part of the ALPHA 
team has truly been an eye-opening 
and amazing learning experience. 
The passion that every member of 
the ALPHA team has is definitely 
what sets this organization apart from 
any other, and explains the incredible 
accomplishments and work that 
ALPHA has performed over the years.”

Volunteer Blurbs

Lily Zhang
Grade 11 Student
Agincourt Collegiate
Institute

Dorothy Zhang
Accounting Student
Seneca College

Karen Laciste
Recent B.A. Graduate
U of T

“I am working here within ALPHA 
on accounting recently. I was able to 
utilize my academic knowledge on 
accounting and finance, but working 
at ALPHA also helped me a lot in 
improving my soft skills such as 
interpersonal communications skills.”

“One of the things I am excited about 
in volunteering for Toronto ALPHA 
is its active and multi-faceted ways of 
promoting its vision and goals.  From 
creating a resource library about WWII 
in Asia, to organizing Study Tours and 
summer programs, there is always 
room for growth and learning within 
the organization.”

For more information on volunteering 
with Toronto ALPHA, please email: 
volunteer@torontoalpha.org.

Group discussions at the 
6th Youth Dialogue.

Connecting with students and teachers
We have been busy connecting with youth and educators about our work!

January 30th:
Presentation to teacher candidates at 
Tyndale Seminary
February 2nd:
Presentation to teacher candidates at 
Regis College at OISE
February 16th:
Participation in Ontario High School 
Curriculum review session
March 5th:
Presentation to York Region History 
Heads Group meeting 
March 8th:
Workshops with high school 
students at TDSB Take Civic Action 
Student Conference 

March 20th:
Workshop with Grade 10 History 
class at Marshall McLuhan Catholic 
Secondary School
April 21st:
Information booth at Ontario 
History and Ontario Geography 
Consultants’ Association
May 1st:
Information booth at “Count me in” 
conference in Mississauga 
May 3rd & 4th:
Information booth and workshop at 
TDSB Futures Conference
May 11th:
Booth at Milliken Mills High 
School’s Asian Heritage Carnival

>> More Info... 

“ “6th YOUTH
DIALOGUE
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Announcements
ALPHA

Jack Layton 

Scholarship
Memorial

Study Tour
2012

THE PATH FROM AMNESIA TO MEMORY: 75 YEARS AFTER 
THE NANKING MASSACRE

This year marks the 75th anniversary of the Nanking Massacre, when 
the Japanese army brutally raped, tortured, and murdered more than 
300,000 Chinese people. While horrific in intensity and scale, the 
event remains relatively obscure in public awareness. Where does 
the responsibility for awareness lie? How can collective memory be 
created? 
With an introduction by Joy Kogawa the CBC’s Michael Enright 
will moderate a panel on how art and education lay the foundation of 
peace, reconciliation and healing for the victims, their communities, 
and our global community.

Brought to you by Toronto Association for Learning and Preserving the History of World 
War II in Asia, Facing History and Ourselves, and New College at University of Toronto

ALPHA Hosts Annual Fundraising Dinner; November 4, 2012.

Run or Walk with ALPHA! Help Build Hope

Email: scotiawalk@torontoalpha.org
Phone: 416-299-0111
Register Online: http://eventsonline.ca/events/crs_scotia

Join us or support ALPHA in the Scotiabank Toronto 
Waterfront Marathon on Sunday, October 14, 2012.

Monday, 5 November | 7:30 pm | William Doo Auditorium | New 
College University of Toronto | 45 Willcocks Street | 416–901–3831
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Reflections  |  2012 LAW INTERNS

I was motivated to research forced labour 
claims against Japanese corporations 
because of the unsettled nature of the 
effort to seek redress, the importance of 
corporate liability, and the complicated 
legal issues involved. During my time in 
China, South Korea, and Japan working 
with the experts involved in this litigation, 
I learned a great deal about the difficult 

Law Interns Reflect on Research, say there is 
Hope for Justice

My topic of research for my internship project with Toronto ALPHA is the legal liability 
of the Japanese government in researching and using biochemical weapons during WWII 
and in conducting lethal human experimentation. Due to the involvement of multiple 
countries during WWII in Asia, the internship involves travelling to four countries 
including the U.S., China, South Korea and Japan in a period of 10 weeks. Moreover, the 
complex nature of this topic requires a multidisciplinary approach to finding a solution for 
the victims who have been denied legal redress in Japanese courts. 

My feeling for the current situation in terms of pursuing legal claims in Japan is that most 
doors have been closed by judgments released by the Japanese Supreme Court. However, 
there is still hope because both lower and higher courts have recognized the atrocities as 
facts, and a number of cases actually won at the lower courts. During my stay in Harbin, 
I chatted with victims and their families of biochemical weapons, their stories are moving 
and painful to hear, but they are all tough people and still fighting against the odds. More 
importantly, meeting the leading Japanese lawyers involved in the Unit 731 lawsuits 
inspired me to continue pursing rights and justice for the voiceless.

- Cicie Deng 

obstacles facing forced labour victims even 
when the facts are not in dispute, as well as 
the tremendous resolve and persistence of 
those fighting on their behalf to try to find 
a just reconciliation. It was inspirational to 
see so many upstanding members of the 
legal community dedicating themselves 
to this cause even when there has been 
decades of frustration and setbacks in the 
courtroom.

Although it seems future litigation in Japan 
is unlikely due to the 2007 Supreme Court 
decision finding individuals do not have the 
right to seek compensation, I have learned 
there are still glimmers of hope. In South 
Korea, their courts have handed down a 
verdict in favour of forced labour just a few 
months earlier, finding multiple Japanese 
corporations are responsible for paying 
damages, as well as the South Korean 
government has a responsibility to take 
action. There also remains a possibility 
that China could be a viable jurisdiction to 
hear claims in the near future as well. Both 
of these developments are encouraging 
and can hopefully lead to a settlement 
or diplomatic solution that the victims 
of forced labour can feel provides an 
appropriate remedy. 

- Glenn Brandys

Canada ALPHA Educational Fund is 
pleased to announce that we have re-
ceived many exceptional applications 
for the Jack Layton Memorial Schol-
arship from post-graduate students 
all over the world. The Jack Layton 
Memorial Scholarship Committee has 
gladly chosen Ms. Sachiyo Tsuka-
moto as the recipient for the 2012 Jack 
Layton Memorial Scholarship.

Ms. Sachiyo Tsukamoto is going to 
pursue her PHD studies at the Uni-
versity of Notthingham (UK) with 
the proposed research topic “Trans-
national Activism and Networks of 
Collective Memory on the ’Comfort 
Women’ Issue”.  

Mr. Layton had rendered his 
tremendous support to the passing of 
Canadian Parliamentary motion on 
“Japanese Military Sexual Slavery” 
in 2007, showing his values of love, 
hope and optimism. Ms. Tsukamoto 
has been advocating for redress for the 
“Japanese Military Sexual Slavery” 
survivors during WWII in Asia, and 
her research mirrors social justice and 
human virtue values of Jack Layton.
Please join us in congratulating 
Ms. Tsukamoto for her passion on 
social justice, and being the first 
recipient of the Jack Layton Memorial 
Scholarship.  

2012 JACK LAYTON 
Memorial Scholarship Winner 
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On July 6th, a group of 30 educa-
tors, scholars and professionals from 
Canada, US, Europe and Asia arrived 
Shanghai to start the 15-day Peace 
and Reconciliation Study Tour led by 
Toronto ALPHA. Aside from stops in 
Shanghai, Nanjing, Harbin and Seoul, 

for the first time 
ever, the Study 
Tour itinerary 
included Hong 
Kong to allow 
the participants 
to commemo-
rate the fallen 
Canadian sol-
diers during the 
Battle of Hong 
Kong.

Reflections  |  ALPHA STUDY TOUR

2012 Toronto ALPHA Peace and Reconciliation Study Tour

I allow the building to draw me in. I 
give over to the experience. For two 
hours I open my heart and mind to the 
unfathomable horrors of the senseless 
massacre of the people of Nanjing. The 
mathematics of war don’t compute in 
any kind of rational way:  I read 200, 000 
soldiers; 100, 000 officers and soldiers; 
65 raids; 90 air raft; 100,000 stitches on 
a belt; 300,000 victims; 12 seconds- I 
keep recording numbers as if some kind 
of mathematical equation might add up 
to some kind of sense, but of course 
there is no sense to mindless slaughter.  
There is no formula; no equation; no 
measure of man’s inhumanity to man. 
I abandon the numbers and look to the 
stories; the words and images of lives 
lived and lost.

Before us was an old, frail man and it 
was hard to imagine that he could be 
the perpetrator of the crimes against 
humanity that he was admitting to.  I 
thought that Mr. Kondo was brave for 
telling the truth after all these years 
of silence.  He was also courageous 
because Japanese nationalists could 
make his life or his family’s life quite 
difficult.  I wondered as he told us of 
the murders he committed against 
the Chinese people in WWII, how he 
could have kept these horrific stories 
to himself for this long without having 
them eat him up.  

The unnerved feelings that I have stem 
from my piqued scientific curiosity. I 
found myself lingering at the exhibits 
displaying reports G, Q and A which 
detailed the discoveries made by the 
Japanese doctors of the effects of 
anthrax, tuberculosis and the plague 
on the human body. I was fascinated 
by the detailed cellular diagrams, the 
thorough analysis of organ damage 
and the scientific conclusions of these 
doctors. I wanted to learn more, which 
is why I am feeling a little disturbed.  I 
had to remind myself that these doctors 
did not use moral and ethical methods 
in their research. I need to remember 
that they kidnapped children, dusted 
farmers’ fields with anthrax, dropped 
pathogen filled bombs on test subjects, 
and performed numerous other 
atrocities. I must remember that there is 
no justification for what they did, even 
if their discoveries led to modern day 
cures and conveniences.

July JulyJuly July 11th, 2012
Nanjing, China 

July 17th, 2012 
Seoul, Korea

July 14th, 2012
Harbin, China
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Update  |  HumaniTEAM and Youth Dialogue

This August, 12 high school students 
joined us at ALPHA for HumaniTEAM, 
a week long summer program. Each 
day we learnt from the past, exploring 
the history of World War II in Asia by 
hearing the voices of survivors and 
meeting with community activists who 
are working for peace today. From 
the history we drew connections to 
understand social justice issues that are 
facing our world today – we explored 
topics like prejudice, discrimination, 
conflict, war, human rights, peace, and 
poverty.

“I learnt that change is possible and 
there are many others with the same 
dream of what humanity means.”

“I know much more about what is 
happening around the world. Not all 
people have human rights and peace 
isn’t everywhere.”

“I feel like I learnt the emotional side 
of war, not just knowledge about it.”

“Now I will do more reflection and 
critical thinking on myself, others, and 
the world.”

Recapping HumaniTEAM

In search of SHARED IDENTITY through FOOD and LANGUAGE

Participants reflected on their own 
identity and values -- discovering who 
they are, and making decisions about 
who they would like to become in the 
future. Working alongside passionate 
mentors, facilitators and community 
leaders, participants developed the 
ability to think critically, reflect 
ethically, and ultimately to take action 
and be an upstander on behalf of all of 
humanity. High school students – stay 
tuned and register for HumaniTEAM 
2013!

Join Toronto ALPHA for the upcoming youth dialogue event, and engage 
with youth ambassadors from Chinese, Korean, Japanese communities in 
an inter-cultural dialogue through food and language. Guest speakers will 
deliver talks on culinary art of East Asia and on the linguistic roots of 
Asian languages. Participants will take part in food making and tasting to 
explore their own identity and historical past.

Save the Date!

Saturday October 6, 2012 
11:00am - 2:00pm

North York Civic Center, Member’s Lounge
5100 Yonge Street
North York, ON

Register by email: youthdialogue@torontoalpha.org
$5 admission fee includes food ingredients and cooking supplies!

in search of 
SHARED IDENTITY 

through 
FOOD and LANGUAGE

YOUTH DIALOGUE 
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Announcements  |  ALPHA 

When you belong to the ALPHA Peace 
Club, you are effectively promoting 
education for humanity in North 
America and beyond. Join our growing 
peace force of almost 3,000 committed 
supporters who foster values of 
humanity, justice, and peace as global 
citizens.  

ALPHA PEACE CLUB 
MONTHLY GIVING 

PROGRAM

Our 2012 Intern Blurbs ...

Save the Date!

“Working as the Archive and Resource Centre Assistant for Toronto 
ALPHA has been very fulfilling in a number of ways. I have been 
able to apply my academic knowledge and previous work and 
volunteer experiences while simultaneously learning new skills and 
improving upon my awareness as a global citizen.”  

Nicole Matityahu
Master of Information & Museum Studies, University of Toronto

“During the internship in Toronto ALPHA, I learnt more about the 
Yasukuni Shrine controversy and Japanese Shintoism, which 
encouraged my future study in political science. I appreciate 
ALPHA’s effort in pursuing peace, truth and social justice through 
education, as well as the chance offered by HKU of taking 
internship in this wonderful organization.” 

Sophia Xu
University of Hong Kong

“Working on the HumaniTEAM program as the Youth Leadership 
Program Assistant was such an amazing experience for me. I was 
able to apply my education in sociology, and I learned more about 
the world, other people, and myself. It was great witnessing the 
growth of the participants in HumaniTEAM.”

Camille Talag
Sociology Student, York University

“I value my internship experience at Toronto ALPHA. I met socially-
passionate staff members, youth participants and scholars. From 
conducting research about ALPHA’s impact on youth, I learned 
about how efforts can make positive change in individuals and the 
community at large. The two-month internship has been absolutely 
fruitful and rewarding”.

Fan Ka Yu Kinsey
Sociology Student, University of Hong Kong

Toronto ALPHA 75th Anniversary Commemorative Event of Nanking Massacre 
December 11th, 2012 
Toronto, ON

Student conference, photo exhibition, movie screening, and community forum to follow. 
For information, please check back on torontoalpha.org

By choosing to give monthly, you 
are out there on the front line with us 
working hard to ensure the tragic events 
that took place between 1931 and 1945 
in Asia are not forgotten. This history 
compels ALPHA to share the heroic 
narratives and survivor testimonies to 
the world, handing the torch to youth 
to lead the way to peace. Empower 
youth to become leaders for humanity, 
encourage educators to deliver this 
history at the secondary and post-
secondary level, and provide a channel 
for survivors to share their story.

Become a member today – join us as we 
build hope across generations, cultures, 
and communities!

To learn more, 
contact our administrator at:

info@torontoalpha.org or 
416-299-0111

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS: SARAH BLEIWAS, GLENN BRANDYS, FLORA CHONG, CICIE DENG, SALLY DING, KINSEY FAN, TIFFANY 
GOSKEY, CHRISTINE JACKSON, WENDY LAM, NICOLE MATITYAHU, DAHLIA PALMER, CAMILLE TALAG, SOPHIA XU.
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